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Cover and above photo: Lomita city staff assemble and distribute care packages of 
paper goods and other necessary items to those in need.

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
 
You may notice that this edition of the Lomita Newsletter looks 
slightly different from our usual versions.  As we are sure it has 
affected virtually every aspect of your lives, the coronavirus 
emergency has also meant that the City has been required to 
shift, adjust, and adapt, and we have had to cancel many of 
our recreational programs and classes that would typically 
make up much of our newsletter.  Our first and highest priority 
is your health and safety, but although we may not be able to 
provide in person classes and programs for the time being, and 
although we do not know how long these measures will need 
to be in place, our Lomita teams are committed to ensuring 
our community has the opportunity to connect, to grow, and to 
support each other. 
 
We have also doubled down on our commitment to keep our 
community informed about all of the good things happening 
around town - and there are many!  We have seen “The Friendly 
City” come to life in full force to help each other out, and from 
our City Family to your families at home, we cannot say THANK 
YOU loud enough!  Lomita is a special place, and we look 
forward to helping to keep it that way.
 
It is in that spirit of connection and communication that we are 
continuing to provide you with the quarterly Lomita Newsletter, 
as well as continuing to provide more regular updates through 
our monthly E-Newsletter and through our website and social 
media outlets.  We are also continuing to provide updates 
related directly to the COVID-19 Pandemic through our 
dedicated webpage at www.lomitacoronavirus.info, but just as 
importantly, we want to ensure you are able to stay safe, while 
also staying connected.  We encourage you to reach out to 
friends and family (digitally, of course), or connect with us here 
at the City via our social media and online sources, and let us 
know how we can help our community not just get through this 
emergency, but come out the other side stronger and more 
connected than we already are. 
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See a need, meet a need! That’s the Lomita Way. 

After a community member contacted City Hall expressing difficulty in obtaining essential items during the 
pandemic, members of the City Council and Lomita employees quickly teamed up to donate funds and work 
together with our local businesses to get a limited supply of water, paper goods and other items. 

Within two days staff had assembled over 250 bags containing water, toilet paper and a helpful handout 
containing important phone numbers, coronavirus information, a list of local stores accommodating to vulnerable 
groups, meal distribution organizations and other local resources available within the community. These care 
packages were delivered to seniors and those in need and accepted with much enthusiasm and appreciation. 
The motivation ran high and additional bags have been assembled and made available to residents as supplies 
become available. Our goal has been to come together and make sure those in our community who need to be 
at home still have access to the things they need. 

To see the full story covered by Spectrum News “City Employees Donate, Deliver Essentials to Residents in Need” 
by Zarina Khairzada, visit https://spectrumnews1.com/ca/la-west and click on Human Interest under the News tab.  

And we know there are more great stories out there! 

Once word got out, an overwhelming number of volunteers reached out to help and offer their assistance. This 
was no surprise, as in trying times like these the values that make Lomita great shine the brightest. We have 
seen several great acts of neighborliness in our community and our region, and we are sure you have too. If you 
have a positive story of Lomita lifting up Lomita, the City would like to hear about it. Maybe it’s as simple as a 
kind word of thanks; maybe it’s checking in on a neighbor; maybe it’s offering to pick up groceries or needed 
items for an elderly friend or relative, or even how you’re coping with these times by connecting with friends and 
neighbors digitally…We want to know! 

If you have a short story or a picture (with a short description) you would like to share with us, send a quick email 
to LiftUpLomita@lomitacity.com. 

We will be collecting these stories and sharing select ones through our e-newsletter and our social media 
outlets. We all need to do our part to keep our community safe and healthy and connected, but let’s not forget 
what makes Lomita the Friendly City – it’s you! Share your stories with us and let, and let’s help Lift Up Lomita!

HELPING COMMUNITY MEMBERS IN NEED
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Important Information 
about Lomita’s City Services

As a family-friendly City with a small-town feel, Lomita has strived to maintain a high quality 
of life for our residents. According to a recent survey, 64% of residents believe that the City of 
Lomita is on the right track and 82% of residents say it is an excellent or good place to live.

Maintaining Public Safety and Protecting Our Quality of Life

Lomita has maintained public safety while protecting city services even during harsh economic 
times. As our city, along with the rest of the state and the country, faces serious health and 
economic challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Lomita is working tirelessly to provide 
the services our residents need to get through this extraordinarily tough time.  
Our top priority is to keep Lomita residents safe and protect their quality of life. We are taking proactive measures to ensure the safety 
and well-being of all families residing in Lomita. We are giving priority to the services that our residents need the most – such as 
quick emergency response, sufficient medical resources, senior support, as well as strict health protocols that will help our residents 
stay safe during this health crisis.

Commitment to Protecting Residents from COVID-19

The City is vigilantly monitoring and speaking with the health experts at Los Angeles County Department of Public Health (LACDPH), 
California Department of Public Health (CDPH) and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to ensure we have the most informed and 
effective response to the coronavirus.
While we are complying with the State and County Safer at Home orders, our City’s leadership is working hard to maintain public 
safety. The City Emergency Operations Center is currently activated at level III, meaning that Lomita is responding and ensuring 
continuity of government services during the on-going Covid-19 crisis.

Vital Services Available for Lomita Residents:

l Emergency Operations Center
l Sheriff’s Emergency Response
l Fire Emergency Response
l Water Services including related Emergency Response
l Support for workers and small businesses
A full list of City services is available on the City’s dedicated coronavirus website at www.lomitacoronavirus.info

Lomita Supports Working Families and Small Businesses

From the time since Lomita was established, the city has grown into an economically vibrant region, and in spite of that growth, it 
has managed to remain a rustic, small-town city that thrives on small businesses. Here in Lomita we are committed to supporting our 
workers and small business owners to ensure they are protected and can continue to succeed when the pandemic is defeated.

We Want to Hear from You

For more information about Lomita’s commitment to City Services and helping end the coronavirus, please visit 
www.lomita.com/cityhall or www.lomitacoronovirus.info. For questions or comments please contact Gary Sugano, 
Assistant City Manager at g.sugano@lomitacity.com.

 1. According to a recent survey by FM3 Research, 82% respondents have a positive impression of Lomita, ranking it as an excellent or a good place to live. www.lomitacity.com
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o provide the optimum services for its residents, the City of Lomita seeks out grant funding when 
possible to augment programs and services for our residents.

The State of California has set ambitious goals to expedite the production of affordable housing Statewide. 
The City of Lomita was recently awarded $160,000 by the California Department of Housing and Community 
Development to streamline its process for meeting those Statewide goals, made possible by the State’s 
Senate Bill 2 Planning grants. In 2017, Governor Brown signed legislation to address the housing shortage 
and high housing costs in California by establishing a permanent source of revenue to be used for that 
purpose. First year funds will provide funding and technical assistance to local governments in order to 
help prepare, adopt, and implement plans and process improvements that streamline review of housing 
development and accelerate production of housing for our community. Future years of funding, which must 
be applied for separately, will largely provide grant money to local governments to encourage the actual 
production of affordable units. 

Lomita will use the awarded first year funds towards creating and providing resources to property owners 
for the construction of Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) and to retain a planning consultant to develop 
strategies to expedite the review process. Our staff is anticipating an increase in the number of applications 
for the construction of ADUs this year, as new state legislation makes it easier to build these types of units. 
These types of units provide flexible housing options for homeowners to share independent living area with 
family members, allow seniors to age in place, or provide an extra source of income for the homeowner. The 
City will develop useful guides, prototypes, and resources that equip homeowners undertaking construction 
of an ADU and expedite the permitting process within the State required guidelines. These efforts will be 
geared toward reducing the processing times for ADU planning, applications, and entitlements in half, 
cutting the red tape of approvals and accelerating housing production for our community. 

In addition, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program awarded 
the City $63,526 to update the City’s Safety Element of the General Plan. The Safety Element addresses a 
wide range of natural and human-related hazards. Public safety is the City’s top priority and as such, the 
update will help the City identify and document potential hazards associated with fire, geological activity, 
and landslide events and so our community can be better prepared for these events. The updated Safety 
Element will focus on safety and preparedness and include an evaluation of all pertinent hazards identified 
and allow for an inventory of all City facilities to reduce short- and long-term risks and set forth goals, 
policies, and strategies to address those potential risks. Updating the Safety Element will also make the City 
eligible for pre-disaster recovery assistance from the federal government. 

For additional information, please contact Community and Economic Development Director Alicia Velasco 
at a.velasco@lomitacity.com or 310-325-7110 x 122.

City Receives Grants To Help 
Meet State Housing Goals And 
Improve Community Safety



Lomita is proud to be one of the most energy-efficient communities in the South Bay, with City staff making 
improvements at city facilities that will significantly reduce overall energy use and operating costs, curtail 
ongoing maintenance costs and positively impact the environment. 

For the past five years, Recreation and Facilities Manager Michael Sansbury and his team have been working 
diligently to install energy-efficient LED lighting at various City facilities, resulting in energy savings with LED 
fixtures being much more cost effective. Fluorescent lights life expectancy is approximately 7,000 to 15,000 
hours, while LED replacements offer a life expectancy of more than 50,000 hours each. Our City teams have 
replaced hundreds of interior and exterior lights and fixtures throughout the City and the project is still ongoing. 

Both floors of City Hall and the Stephenson Building, and the interiors of the gym and the Tom Rico Center 
located at Lomita Park, were the first facilities to have fluorescent bulbs replaced with LEDs, made possible 
through a rebate from Southern California Edison that covered about half the cost of the fixtures. Updating the 
lighting at these facilities has resulted in over $8,000 in savings each and every year. 

The streetlights and City-owned parking lots in the Lomita Downtown area have also been upgraded to reduce 
electrical consumption resulting in almost 90% in energy savings. As the City moves forward with its plan to 
reshape its downtown, well-lit public areas are more inviting and improve safety for residents and businesses.

In addition to the lighting upgrades, we have found that upgrading building controls, installing solar film on 
the windows, and adjusting the heating/ventilation/air conditioning systems has resulted in even more energy 
savings. Nearly all new lights are either on timers (which turn on/off at dusk/down automatically) or photocells 
which automatically turn off and on depending on outside or ambient lighting. 

In 2013, and each year since the South Bay Cities Council of Governments and Southern California Edison 
recognized the City of Lomita as the first recipient of the platinum award for their work on the Energy Leader 
Partnership Program. This SCE program is a framework that offers enhanced rebates and incentives to cities 
that achieve measurable energy savings, reduce peak-time electricity demand and plan for energy efficiency. 
In total, the City received more than $22,000 through incentives and rebates as a result of its participation in 
the program. 

“These cost-effective improvements will help us operate more efficiently, be greener in our energy consumption 
and disposal while also saving taxpayer money,” said Sansbury. “I used to get calls about lights being out all 
the time. Now we have the peace of mind that these fixtures are reliable.”

The soccer and softball field at Lomita Park have been identified as the next areas to upgrade the lighting, as 
more funding becomes available. 

Saving
LIGHTS and MONEY
is a BRIGHT Idea

LED
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New Emergency Alert System Launched in the South Bay
Receiving important information during an emergency can be lifesaving. The City of Lomita 
has joined 12 neighboring cities in the South Bay to establish an alert and warning mass 
notification system, Alert SouthBay. This system can be used to send critical information 

to our communities during disasters and other major emergencies. Alert South Bay allows 
a large number of people to be contacted simultaneously via multiple methods, including 

landline phones, cell phones, text messages, email, and TTY/TDD devices.

The South Bay Cities have been using this notification system to send COVID-19 related joint messages specific 
to our region. Alert SB is an opt-in system, meaning residents are not automatically enrolled. 

Residents can also opt-in to receive non-emergency notifications by city or zip code, such as major traffic 
impacts, emergency preparedness advisories, and other non-emergency alerts. You can change or modify these 
preferences anytime by logging into your account settings. 

HOW TO SIGN UP
If we can’t reach you, we can’t alert you. It only takes a few minutes to register. Text “ALERTSB” to 888-777 to receive 
a link that takes you to the registration page or by visiting alertsouthbay.com. Your information is protected and 
will only be used to notify you in the event of an emergency, or for the categories you subscribe to.

A dozen people picked up a cup of java and sat down with deputies from 
the Lomita Sheriff Station during the first Coffee with a Cop in Lomita 
on February 27. The event was held at Corridor Flow on Narbonne 
Avenue, where several deputies met with community members for a 
casual chat and to answer a variety of questions. Dep. Despot and Sgt. 
McCoy received thanks from several people for the opportunity to have 

honest and open conversations about issues affecting our communities. 

Coffee with a Cop is a national campaign that helps build trust and 
communication between law enforcement officers and the people they 

serve. People come to the events for a variety of reasons and usually leave with 
a positive impression of the police in their community. Stay tuned and plan on 
joining the next Coffee with a Cop when it is scheduled in Lomita!

Community Members have Coffee with a Cop



8

Paying your water bill just got easier. The City of Lomita is pleased to offer our customers the option to pay their 
water bills online, by mail or in person. 

Municipal Payments Online is a third-party payment service that accepts Visa, Mastercard, and Discover, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week. Now you can view your current account balance and make a one-time payment 
with QuickPay, sign-up for automatic payments, or sign-up for e-billing and view multiple Lomita Water Utility 
accounts with a single username and password. 

To sign up for e-billing, set up your account and pay your water bill online, 
visit https://www.municipalonlinepayments.com/lomitaca. 
For questions, call the City of Lomita at (310) 325-7110.

Plans for the 20th Annual Lomita Park Summer Basketball Camp 
Despite uncertainty with the COVID-19 situation, right now, we are still planning two exciting sessions of Lomita 
Park Basketball Camp will be held at the Lomita Park Gymnasium this summer. The tentative dates are June 22-26 
and July 20-24 but may be modified based on current events. The co-ed camp will be open to youth between 
5-14 years old and runs from 9am-2pm daily. Each participant receives a t-shirt and is eligible for numerous prizes.  

For the 20th straight year the venerable Coach Mike Whiting will serve as Camp Director. Whiting has deep 
roots in the City of Lomita and South Bay having worked for 10 years as an instructor, coach and athletic director 
at local middle schools. He moved on to coach basketball and conduct camps at several Los Angeles area 
high schools for over 25 years.  Whiting was named California Interscholastic Federation Southern Section (CIF-
SS) 4A Coach of the Year in 2017. His experience also includes a year as an assistant basketball coach at the 
University of Tulsa in Oklahoma.

Since its inception in 2001, over 1,700 youth have participated in the program. The camp focuses on both individual 
skills and team concepts. Additionally, the unique concentration drills that Whiting and his accomplished staff 
employ, have proved extremely popular with parents.  For more information and current date information check 
the Lomita Recreation page on the city website at Lomita.com/cityhall or call Lomita Park at 310-326-0140.

ONLINE PAYMENTS NOW ACCEPTED FOR WATER BILLS 
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SAVE ON YOUR ANNUAL TAX BILL THROUGH THE HOMEOWNERS’ EXEMPTION PROGRAM 
Attention homeowners! If your home is your 
primary residence, you may quality for the 
Homeowners’ Property Tax Exemption Program.

Homeowners in Lomita can take advantage 
of a property tax cost savings offered by the 
Los Angeles County Assessor’s Office. The 
Homeowners’ Exemption reduces a property’s 
taxable assessed value by $7,000 provided that 
the property is the owner’s principal place of 
residence as of January 1. The result is a $70 
savings on your annual tax bill. Homeowners 

need only apply once in order to receive these savings each year. February 15 was the deadline to file a claim 
to receive the full year-long savings, but you can still file a claim for the partial year and for years upcoming. 
Homeowners that file after February 15 will receive a prorated reduction for that year only and receive the full 
amount in subsequent years. Savings continue until a change (such as a sale) is recorded.

The Homeowners Exemption Program is just one avenue available for Los Angeles County property owners 
to save on their tax bills through the Assessor’s Office. Others include Misfortune or Calamity, Parent-Child, 
Veterans’ Exemption, Disabled Veterans Exemption, and the Senior Exemption that allows anyone 55 and 
older to move and take their low tax-base with them. 

To claim your homeowners’ exemption and for additional information on these property tax relief programs 
available to Los Angeles County homeowners, visit www.assessor.lacounty.gov or call 213-974-3211.

WE ASKED AND YOU PROVIDED!
The City of Lomita enlisted the help of the 
community to collect plastic bottle caps and 
lids that can recycled into “Buddy Benches” 
for our local schools. A buddy bench is a 
simple idea to eliminate loneliness and foster 
friendship on the playground. If a child is new 
to a school, shy or lonely, they simply go and 
sit on the buddy bench and other children will 
come and befriend them.

Not only do these buddy benches foster 
friendships, but they help the environment and 
teach students important green living habits. If 
you are interested in contributing to this worthy 
cause, please drop off your bottlecaps and lids 
at City Hall during regular business hours. 

A special thank you to the South Bay 
Lions Club, City employees and 
all members of the community 
for bringing in their bottle cap 
collection. Let’s keep this going!

ACCEPTABLE CAPS
Medicine bottle caps Drink bottle caps

Milk jug caps Flip-top caps (ketchup, mustard)
Detergent caps Spout caps (mustard)
Hair spray caps Spray paint caps

Toothpaste tube caps Ointment tube caps

Deodorant caps Caps w/ Recycle Numbers of
(2), (4), (5)

Go Go caps
ACCEPTABLE LIDS

Cottage cheese container lids Cool whip container lids
Mayonnaise jar lids Coffee can lids

Yogurt lids Cream cheese container lids
Peanut butter jar lids Butter container lids

Ice cream bucket lids under 8” Prescription bottle labels removed

Bottlecaps Needed to Make BUDDY BENCHES for Students
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Free! Community Day 

Free admission to the Museum, tons of fun kid’s activities, face painters, games, 
crafts, balloon animals, entertainment. 

A Family Fun Day!!  For more information go to our website Lomita-RR.org 
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ATTENTION TEENS! 
Join us this summer at Lomita Park for
Teen Night! And sign up for this year’s
field trips. This year we're headed to... 

ll

SkyZone | Bommers! | OC Fair
The Aquarium Of The Pacific 

Knott's Soak City & Knott's Berry Farm 
 

LOMITA PARK TEEN
PROGRAM THIS SUMMER

For more information please call
 Lomita Park at 

(310) 326-0140 or visit
https://www.lomita.com/cityhall/
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City of
Lomita

Poker Tournament
S A T U R D A Y

AUGUST 22, 2020
F U N D R A I S I N G E V E N T - A L L P R O C E E D S 

G O T O W A R D S Y O U T H S P O R T P R O G R A M S 

L O C A T I O N : L O M I T A P A R K G Y M

T I M E : 5 : 0 0 - 10 P M

G A M E : T E X A S H O L D ' E M

F O R M O R E I N F O : C O N T A C T

M A R C F O S N A U G H

3 1 0 . 3 2 6 . 0 1 4 0

B U Y I N : $ 5 0

R E - B U Y : $ 2 0

R A F F L E P R I Z E S

Do you love playing Texas Hold’em?  We are looking for players/sponsors to 
participate in our “Poker Tournament” fundraiser benefi ting recreation and 
youth programs.
On Saturday August 22nd, the city is hosting its second Poker Tournament at 
Lomita Park inside the gymnasium. We are looking for sponsors that will sponsor 
tables ($200) or tournament sponsors ($500). A table sponsor will get you two (2) 
entries into the tournament, a tournament sponsor will get you four (4) entries 
plus an extra $1000 in chips per person to start with. 
The entry fee is $50 per person with an option to re-buy $20 during the tourna-
ment; there will be raffl e prizes and drinks for sale. (NO ALCOHOL) Each player 
will start with $2000 in poker chips (unless a tournament sponsor) and the time 
limit will be every 20 minutes that the blinds go up. The time frame will be 5:00 
pm start until around 10:00 pm end. Attached is the fl yer, please pass this along 
and they will be able to register  online or at the door. www.lomita.com/cityhall

We look forward to seeing you there!!! Bring your POKER face…

Do you love playing cards? 
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Lomita City Hall
(310) 325-7110

Library
(310) 539-4515

Lomita Sheriff Station
(310) 539-1661

Lomita Park
(310) 326-0140

Railroad Museum
(310) 326-6255
Public Works

Water, Street, & Trees
(325) 7110 ext. 155

Water Emergencies 
(310) 597-6428

Street & Tree Emergencies 
(310) 597-6429

Emergency Park
Maintenance
(310) 597-6430

Animal Control
(310) 523-9566

Rubbish Collection (CalMet)
(310) 212-3496

Graffiti
(310) 325-7110 ext 156
Emergency Numbers

Dial 911
Sheriff, Fire, Paramedics,

Ambulance
Sheriff Complaints

(800) 698-8255
Lomita Post Office 

(310) 326-8280
Lomita Chamber of Commerce

(424) 378-7111

For more information, please 
view our webpage at 

www.lomita.com/cityhall

City Hall
and

Community Contacts
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CURRENT RESIDENT

CONTINUE TO VISIT
https://lomitacoronavirus.info/

for the most up to date information on
Lomita programs and services

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK  @LomitaCity and

INSTAGRAM  @lomitacityhall/ and
NEXTDOOR  @City of Lomita
Found under the public agency.

SUBSCRIBE to the City’s monthly e-newsletter at 
www.lomita.com/cityhall/mailing-list/

to stay up to date on City news and events.

YOU HEARD IT HERE
A D I G I TA L N EW S L E T T E R F R OM T H E C I T Y O F LOM I TA


